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                          WELCOME TO ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

GENERAL SERVICE 
 
The GSR Preamble   
 We are the General Service Representatives. We are the link in the chain 
of communication for our groups with the General Service Conference and the 
world of A.A. We realize the ultimate authority in A.A. is a loving God as he may 
express Himself in our group conscience. As trusted servants, our job is to bring 
information to our groups in order that they can reach an informed group 
conscience. In passing along this group conscience, we are helping to maintain 
the unity and strength so vital to our fellowship. Let us, therefore, have the 
patience and tolerance to listen while others share, the courage to speak up 
when we have something to share, and the wisdom to do what is right for our 
groups as a whole.  
 
 
This Area 42 G.S.R. Survival Guide  
 

• Define general service as distinct from group service; 
 

• Describe the structure of A.A. general service in North America and 
elaborate on the peculiarities of this structure in Area 42 

 
• Discuss the role and responsibilities of the GSR and offer 

suggestions on how to perform these duties enjoyably and 
effectively.   

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO GENERAL SERVICE 
 
  
“The Twelve Traditions make clear the principle that A.A., as such, should never 
be organized, that there are no bosses and no government in A.A.  Yet at the 
same time, the Traditions recognize the need for some kind of organization to 
carry the message in ways that are impossible for the local groups – such as 
publication of a uniform literature and public information resources, helping new 
groups get started, publishing an international magazine, and carrying the 
message in other languages into other countries…. 
 
Today, general services include all kinds of activities within the Conference 
structure, carried on by groups, districts, area committees, delegates, trustees, 
the General Service Office and the Grapevine.  Usually, these services affect 
A.A. as a whole.” 
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                          A.A. Service Manual, Chapter One; Introduction to General Service ( p. S15) 
 

 
Here is the structure of the conference in North America: the “framework” in 
which the “general services” are carried out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Constant communication among all parts of the structure is essential for our day-
to-day functioning at all levels.  
 
 
 

                           A.A. Groups 

Group GSRs 

District Committees 

Area Assemblies 

Delegates to the Gen. 
Service Conference 

General Service 
Board 

A.A. World Services 
Board 

A.A. Grapevine 
Board 
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The Group   
Constant communication among all parts of the structure is essential for our day-
to-day functioning at all levels. Communication begins with the group. 
 
“The strength of our whole A.A. service structure starts with the group…” 

- Bill W. (as quoted in the pamphlet “G.S.R.”) 
 
This is where the members participate in the group conscience and communicate 
it to the elected G.S.R. The best decisions are made when, in the spirit of 
Tradition Two,  

• As many members of the group as possible participate in the process; 
• Those participating express the widest range of perspectives on the 

subject; 
• Enough time is allowed for the members to take all of the information into 

consideration before any final decision is reached. 
One way or another, all healthy groups seem to have learned that this is the best 
way to arrive at an informed group conscience. 
 
The District 
Groups are organized into districts, usually are comprised of groups that are 
located near one another. Area 42 currently has 22 districts: twenty are 
geographically defined and two are linguistically defined. Groups in linguistic 
districts conduct their meetings in a non-English language. The G.S.R.s of the 
district elect a District Committee Member (DCM) to organize their district 
meetings and activities, provide support and information to the GSRs, and to 
provide communication between the GSRs and the Area Committee.  
 
N.A.G.S.C and S.A.G.S.C. 
Area 42 is peculiar among the areas in North America in as much as the area is 
divided into two entities. Not many of us remember how or when it happened, but 
general service members in Nevada Area 42 voted to divide the area into two 
parts. It was felt that the distance between Nevada’s two major population 
centers discouraged members from traveling to area events when they were held 
in “the other” end of the state. Further, group representation at assemblies could 
be heavily lopsided toward the part of the state that hosted the gathering. In this 
way we now have the Northern Area General Service Committee (NAGSC) and 
the Southern Area General Service Committee (SAGSC). Each of these entities 
has their own meetings, calendars and guidelines, but neither exists nor operates 
outside of the context of Area 42. 
 
Both NAGSC and SAGSC have a Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar and 
Archivist. In addition, each has Standing Committees such as Grapevine, Public 
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Information (PI), Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC), DCMs, 
Area and sub-area officers and Standing Committee chairpersons. GSRs are 
welcome to attend and participate in NAGSC/SAGSC meetings. 
 
The Area Committee 
The Area Committee consists of: 

Area Officers (Delegate, Chairperson, Secretary, Archivist, Treasurer, 
Registrar) and their alternates, the DCM or alternate from each District and 
elected officers from NAGSC and SAGSC  

The Area Committee meets in person at each assembly and by teleconference or 
web conference between Assemblies. The purpose of the Area Committee is to 
support the growth and harmony in the area service structure. It addresses 
service problems: 

o Insuring that our message is being carried appropriately to the public  
o Offering assistance to districts burdened with internal conflicts 
o Facilitates communication between the groups and the Delegate  
o Facilitates recommendations to the Assembly  

In Area 42, the Area Committee is responsible for approving changes to the Area 
Website but can take no other action binding on the Area. The Groups 
communicate with the Area Committee through their DCMs. 
 
 
 
Considering the north/south structure of Area 42, the middle section of the 
diagram from page three should look like this: 
 
 
        
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Committee 

NAGSC SAGSC 

Area 42 
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The Area 
A.A. in North America is divided into 93 areas – often a state or province or a part 
of a state or province. In some cases an area encompasses more than one state 
or province.  Area 42 includes the state of Nevada and the portion of California 
that lies on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada. One delegate is elected by 
each area to represent the area at the annual General Service Conference in 
New York. 
 
 
The Region 
The A.A. Service Manual shows the United States and Canada divided into eight 
regions: 

 two in Canada 
o Eastern Canada 
o Western Canada 

 and six in the United States 
o Northeast 
o Southeast (including Puerto Rico, the Bahamas, Bermuda 

and the Virgin Islands) 
o West Central 
o Southwest 
o Pacific (including Alaska, Hawaii, and Nevada Area 42 which 

actually contains part of California) 
Each Region has a Regional Trustee who serves 4 years on the General Service 
Board. 
 
 
The General Service Conference 
The 93 Area Delegates, Trustees, Directors, General Service Office staff and 
Grapevine staff comprise the working members of the General Service 
Conference. Although Committees are at work throughout the year, the annual 
conference is the culmination of the year’s activities. The Conference is where 
the collective group conscience of U.S./Canada A.A. comes together to take 
actions that will guide the groups in years to  
come. 
                         
                      
A.A. Worldwide 
Alcoholics Anonymous is a worldwide organization.  There are General Service 
Offices in many countries, each of which is autonomous. No attempt is made to 
have the General Service Office (USA and Canada) in New York be the “world 
capitol” of A.A. Rather, the New York office is available to share experience, 
strength and hope with offices in other countries, mainly because it has been in 
existence a much longer period of time.   
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                      THE GSR: ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

As an elected General Service Representative (GSR) you now represent the 
voice of your A.A. Group’s conscience to the AA General Service Conference 
held in New York each April. Through your elected District Committee Member 
(DCM) and the Area 42 Delegate, you will become the two-way link between your 
Group and world of A.A. as  a whole. As such, you and fellow GSRs worldwide 
have become the key to the Unity of A.A. By your active presence in General 
Service you will be helping ensure that A.A. will still be here for the future 
generations of suffering drunks seeking a way out. 
 
 
There is a saying in A.A. that “you might be the only Big Book that someone 
sees”. As a GSR you might be the only Service Manual someone sees. The GSR 
is the link for the group and the group conscience to General Service. You can 
also be the link for a newer member into service and General Service. 
 
One ingredient for a healthy group is having its members involved. Have a job or 
position for all willing members. Make sure the group members have at least 
some understanding of what happens beyond the group level. Invite or bring a 
few members to a district meeting, a Northern or Southern Area Committee 
meeting, or any sort of service gathering. Let them have some exposure and 
explain what’s going on. 
 
The GSR knows that communication within the group is the basis of a strong 
service structure. The group’s most important communication tools are 1) the 
informed group conscience and 2) the right of the minority opinion.1

 

  When the 
GSR safeguards these tools he/she helps the group to build and maintain a 
strong service structure. 

Having a well-informed and experienced group will generate better future GSRs, 
stronger groups and can only benefit AA as a whole. As we grow in AA service, 
as we learn and see more, we come to understand what a gift it is to have the 
opportunity to repay AA for our new lives, and like most gifts in AA, it is one to be 
given away in order that we may keep it! 
 
In order to more fully forge the two-way link between your Group and the General 
Service Conference, you (the GSR) will become active in building and keeping a 
strong service structure.  
 
 
 
 

                                            
1  For a complete description of these tools, please see the pamphlet The A.A. Group, pp 
26-27, 28. 
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Home Group Meetings 

• GSR Reports: 
o Keep your reports brief and concise 
o Report on things you think the Group can relate to or will be 

interested in 
o On items requiring a group conscience, present the information 

as neutrally as possible. An informed group conscience can only 
be obtained through a clear, unbiased understanding of the 
issue 

o Encourage discussion  
o Protect the rights of individual AA’s to have their opinions 

acknowledged and heard. The minority opinion is a key aspect 
of the effective democratic process found in A.A. service 

o In carrying your group’s conscience to District, NAGSC/SAGSC, 
or Area meetings, keep an open mind to new information that 
may be presented. You may need to use your Right of Decision 
when new information comes to light. 

o Report back to your group on issues they have discussed 
and/or voted at group level. Explain where and why you have 
voted using your Right of Decision rather than the group’s 
decision 

 
 
District Meetings 
District meetings are usually held monthly or bi-monthly. Since your DCM 
participates in Northern or Southern Area Meetings and Area Committee 
Meetings between Assemblies, he or she is likely to have information that is vital 
to your group to discuss before the next Assembly.  
 
The District decides the format of District Meetings. The format might include: 

• Reports from the DCM 
• Reports from the GSRs 
• Discussion of the business of the previous or upcoming assembly 
• Discussion of special events such as a “Workshop” that the District may 

organize for the general fellowship 
• A presentation on some aspect of service 
• Discussion of problems groups are experiencing, and sharing of solutions 

 
Should a district have insufficient participation to conduct its meetings, it is 
considered “dark”.  Districts with little participation and commitment are 
considered “dim”. When this happens, the GSR and the Home Group are 
encouraged to meet with a neighboring district in order to stay involved and 
informed.  
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NAGSC/SAGSC Meetings 
NAGSC and SAGSC meetings are held 4 times per year. Information is shared 
between Standing Committees, Liaisons, Districts, Officers, and the Area 
Delegate. GSRs are encouraged to attend and participate; they are voting 
members at these meetings.  
 
GRS’s Voice and Vote at Area Meetings 
At the Assembly, the GSRs are both voting members and collectively form a 
majority of voting members; therefore, GSRs should make every effort to attend 
the Assembly. All matters that affect the Area’s finances or have a direct impact 
on all the Groups, whether raised on the floor of an Assembly or coming out of 
the Area Committee process, are presented and ratified, rejected or revised by 
the Assembly. The March Pre-conference Area Assembly is to inform and advise 
our delegate on issues to be considered at the April General Service Conference.  
 
We become informed about what is going on in the larger world of A.A. by 
attending these meetings and discussing issues with others who are in a good 
position to have experience and information to share on most issues. In this way, 
the Assembly meets its purpose of strengthening AA as a whole in carrying our 
message in the best possible way for our Area. Again, participation by the GSR 
is the key link in the vital chain necessary in the two-way communication 
between members of the Group and the larger structure of AA. 
 
GSRs: Suggestions for Effective Service  
Attend General Service meetings and gatherings. In addition to Group, District, 
and Area Assemblies, you may also want to attend: 

o NAGSC/SAGSC meetings 
o Area Committee meetings 
o PRAASA – Pacific Region A.A. Service Assembly (annual) 
o Regional Forums (biennial on even numbered years) 
o Workshops held in other Districts or Areas 
o Local Unity Days events 

• Keep a General Service notebook or binder for announcements and 
flyers 

• Take notes at your Group, District, NAGSC/SAGSC, and Area 
meetings 

• Work with a Service Sponsor, someone with experience in district or 
area service. A Service Sponsor is a mentor, whom you will utilize as 
you did your recovery sponsor. 

• Learn as much as you can about the 12 Traditions and 12 Concepts 
• Keep an A.A. Service Manual, a copy of the Area Guidelines, and this 

manual handy 
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ELECTION OF AREA OFFICERS 
 

Area Officers Positions 
• Chairperson, whose responsibility is to schedule the agenda for the 

Assembly and Area Committee Meetings and to conduct these meetings.  
• Alternate Chairperson, who takes over the duties of the Chairperson when 

he/she is unable to serve, serves as chairperson of the General Service 
Committee (Northern or Southern) 

• Delegate, whose duties shall be defined in the current edition of the A.A. 
Service Manual and as suggested by the Area Assembly.  

• Alternate Delegate, whose duties shall be defined in the current edition of 
the A.A. Service Manual, serve as chairperson of the General Service 
Committee (Northern or Southern) 

• Secretary, whose job it is to record the minutes of both the Assembly and 
Area Committee meetings, see that they are distributed to all interested 
parties.  

• Alternate Secretary, who shall serve as Secretary of the General Service 
Committee in the section of the Area (Northern or Southern) in which 
he/she resides.  

• Treasurer, who records and reports all Group contributions and other 
sources of revenue as well as disbursements of funds and participates 
heavily in the preparation of the annual budget for the Area. And shall 
serve with the Area Finance Committee.  

• Alternate Treasurer, who shall serve as Treasurer of the General Service 
Committee in the section of the Area (Northern or Southern) in which 
he/she resides. And shall serve with the NAGSC or SAGSC Finance 
Committee. 

• Registrar, who shall maintain a current mailing list and phone numbers of 
all members of the Area Assembly, and coordinate with GSO, the 
Delegate and DCMs to maintain current Group information.  

• Alternate Registrar, who shall serve as Records Secretary of the General 
Service Committee in the section of the Area (Northern or Southern) in 
which he/she resides.  

• Archivist, who shall catalog and maintain all archival material for Area 42 
and provide displays of archival material at Area functions. The term of 
office for archivist is four years.  

• Alternate Archivist, who shall serve as archivist of his/her respective 
general service committee (Northern or Southern) and to coordinate with 
the archivist for maintaining archival material for Area 42. The term of 
office for alternate archivist is four years.  

 
Other positions, such as Webmaster and Newsletter Editor, serve at the request 
of the Delegate and Area Chairperson.  
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The standing committee chair positions are selected by NAGSC and SAGSC 
according to guidelines of each entity. These additional service positions include 
Grapevine, CPC, PI, Liaisons, Corrections, Treatment / H&I and Special Needs. 
Standing Committee chairs have a vote at the Assembly.  

 
The Election Assembly 
At the September Area Assembly of each even-numbered year, an Election 
Assembly is held to choose the Trusted Servants for the Area who serve a two-
year term starting January 1 of the next odd year.  
 
To allow for maximum service opportunity and even rotations, the following 
Officers, are elected at this time from different sections of the Area (Northern or 
Southern) on a rotating basis. The Delegate, Treasurer and Registrar will be 
elected from one section of the Area, and the Chairperson, Secretary, and 
Archivist from the other. Alternates will be elected from the opposite section of 
the Area from the officer.  
 

 
Rotation of Area 42 Officers 

 
2-year terms 

South in 2010, 2014, 2018  
North in 2012, 2016, 2020 

2-year terms 
North in 2010, 2014, 2018 
South in 2012, 2016, 2020 

Delegate Alternate Delegate 
Alternate Area Chair Area Chair 

Treasurer Alternate Treasurer 
Alternate Secretary Secretary 

Registrar Alternate Registrar 
4-year term 

South in 2012, 2020 
North in 2016, 2024: 

Archivist 

4-year term 
North in 2012, 2020 
South in 2016, 2024: 

Alternate Archivist 
 
If you have been actively participating during your term, you will develop some 
perspective to enable you to make decisions about whom, of those standing for a 
given office, would best serve the Area in this capacity, who has shown that they 
do what they say they will do regularly and, by doing their best, set examples for 
you. 
Election Procedure 
Our Area uses the basic format of the Third Legacy Procedure. All current and 
past members of the area committee are eligible for delegate, providing rotation 
between North/South as specified by our Area Guidelines. The Area Chairperson 
may put the names of all those present and eligible to stand for the offices of 
Delegate, Alternate Delegate, Chairperson, and/or Alternate Chairperson on the 
chalkboard. Those who wish to withdraw their names for any of these offices may 
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do so. Or the Chairperson may ask for all present and willing to stand for these 
positions. 
 
Individuals who are eligible and desire to serve may submit a résumé of their AA 
service history. (In rare cases, the meeting, by a majority vote, agrees to accept 
additional nominations.) All GSRs, Standing Committee Chairs, and Area 
Committee members who are present cast written ballots, one choice to a ballot. 
The tally for each candidate is posted on the blackboard. The first candidate to 
receive TWO-THIRDS of the total vote is elected. After the second and third 
ballots, candidates with less than one-third of the total vote will be withdrawn 
automatically, except the TWO TOP CANDIDATES remain. (In case there are 
ties for second place, the top candidate and second-place candidates remain.) 
After the fourth ballot, if no candidate has two-thirds of the total vote, the 
chairperson asks for a motion, second, and majority of hands on conducting a 
fifth and final ballot. If this motion is defeated, balloting is over and we go to the 
"hat" immediately. In case there are ties for second place, the top candidate and 
tied second-place candidates remain. If not, the candidate with the smallest total 
is dropped. If the motion carries, a fifth and final ballot will be conducted. 
 
If no election occurs by this time, the chairperson announces the choice will be 
made by lot (from the hat). At this point, balloting usually involves only the top 
two or three candidates. Lots are then drawn by teller, and the first one "out of 
the hat" becomes the delegate.  
 
This procedure, the duties for each office to be filled, and who may stand for 
office are reviewed and discussed for some time before the actual election so 
there is ample time to become informed and share in the excitement of an 
election rather than being perplexed and surprised at the election assembly—
especially if it "goes to the hat" to be decided.  
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 
 
 
For most of us, becoming a GSR was a first step in becoming involved in 
General Service. It is a learning experience for everyone, regardless of how long 
we have been in the program or service. We are sure to learn about ourselves 
and how we relate to those around us, and perhaps learn some more effective 
means of communication. Being “a part of” may take on new meaning. 
 
When we were newcomers in sobriety, we went to meetings, even if we didn’t 
understand or even care about everything that was said. We “kept coming back” 
and soon found ourselves a part of AA.  We found a sponsor, someone who had 
been on the path of sobriety for a while and could help us find our way. We 
became more comfortable in sobriety when we fully participated, helped out 
when opportunities arose, and made the effort to meet other people. We took the 
Steps of recovery, even when we didn’t think they were going to solve our 
problems. 
 
The General Service experience is much the same. Jump in with both feet, and 
you will soon be comfortable here. Find a Service Sponsor and other guides to 
help you along the path. Take your commitment seriously, both because you are 
responsible to your group and because it is suggested.  
 
Service work takes every bit as much energy as learning and working the Steps 
and is probably more difficult to explain to others what it is really about 
(participating in an informed Group conscience, the only recognized authority in 
A.A.). It may seem frustrating at times because you may think that nobody in the 
Group is listening or cares about what you have to say. Then you find the pulse 
of your group, and find out what sparks their interest. Or someone in your Group 
asks you to deal with a question in terms of the A.A. Traditions. Those times are 
part of what makes it all rewarding in the end.  
 
                                              SERVICE TOOLS 
 
Many helpful tools are available on the Area 42 website, www.nevadaarea42.org  
including: 

 Glossary of AA service terms and acronyms. 
 General service FAQ’s 
 A guide to parliamentary procedure, helpful in understanding how 

A.A. business is conducted at meetings from our sub-areas to Area 
Assembly and the General Service Conference. 

 Service meeting schedules 
 Minutes of past meetings 
 Printable Area, NAGSC, and SAGSC Guidelines 
 Maps and descriptions of our District and Area geographic 

boundaries, Link to the A.A. Service Manual 
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Appendix I 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

GLOSSARY OF SERVICE TERMS AND ACRONYMS 
 

AAWS A.A. World Services, Inc. : The operating corporation, which 
oversees the General Service Office and publishes A.A.’s 
books and pamphlets. 

AAGV A.A. Grapevine, Inc/A.A. Grapevine Board. One of two 
operating corporations of the General Service Board. 
Responsible for production and content of the A.A. 
Grapevine and La Viña magazines.  

Ad hoc For a special purpose. An ad hoc committee is appointed to 
accomplish a specific task, and is not (originally) intended to 
become a permanent or “standing” committee. 

Alternate A General Service worker who, according to local autonomy 
and needs, is elected at the Group, District or Area levels to 
participate with, assist in, and appropriately assume the 
duties of a principle office holder, i.e., Alternate GSR, 
Alternate Delegate. 

Archives A collection of memorabilia, usually maintained by a 
committee. Committee functions might include collection, 
indexing, storing and exhibiting original and reproduced. 
Area archives mainly consist of copies of minutes and other 
area documents, oral histories of long-time A.A.  members, 
Group and District histories, etc. 

Area A geographic division within a state or province through 
which the Conference delegate is elected.  

Area Committee Area officers, alternates, D.C.M.s (District Committee 
Members) and Area Service Committees. The Area 
Committee serves as a steering committee for the Area.  

Box 4-5-9 A bimonthly publication of the General Service Office, which 
includes items of interest such as a calendar of events; 
questions and problems directed to GSO about A.A.; 
committee reports from Public Information, Cooperation with 
the Professional Community, Treatment Centers, 
Institutions, Finance, etc.; vignettes and anecdotes from A.A. 
people, history and events; as well as much other 
information of interest to the dedicated member. Ideas for 
GSR reports to the Group can be derived from the pages of 
Box 4-5-9. 

BTG Bridging the Gap; usually a subcommittee of Corrections or 
H&I Committee. The purpose of Bridging the Gap is to 
facilitate the transition of inmates or patients of residential 
treatment facilities to A.A. on the “outside”. 
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Body, the All members of the Area Assembly 
Central Office Central Offices and Intergroups provide local services, unlike 

General Service, which serves AA worldwide. Central 
Offices serve their local AA community by coordinating local 
Twelve Step calls, answering services, printing meeting lists, 
and local purchase of literature and books. 

Corrections Committee, which encourages A.A. members to assume 
responsibility for carrying the message to alcoholics in 
correctional facilities. 

CPC Cooperation with the Professional Community committee.  
Helps carry the message to alcoholics through sharing the 
A.A. program with professional groups and individuals who 
have contact with alcoholics, furthering mutual 
understanding and cooperation between A.A. and the 
professional community.  

Delegate An A.A. member of the Area Assembly who is elected by the 
GSRs, DCMs and Officers of an Area to represent them at 
the Conference. It is through the Delegate that the A.A. 
Group passes along its informed Group Conscience to the 
Conference and receives back the results of the Conference.  

District A geographic sub-division within a General Service Area 
created in order to come closer to the individual A.A. group. 
It is here that each Group in the District sends its elected 
GSR to carry its Group Conscience forward on the chain to 
the Conference and to receive back important information 
from A.A. as a whole. 

DCM District Committee Member. Serves as the leader for the 
District’s GSRs, and facilitates two-way communication 
between the Groups and the Area Committee. 

DCMC District Committee Member Chairperson.  Large districts 
may have many subdivisions or zones, each served by a 
DCM. The DCMC serves to coordinate information sharing 
between the sub districts and the Area. Area 42 does not 
currently have DCMCs in its structure. 

Forum A workshop held every other year in a region conducted by 
staff members from the General Service Office. The purpose 
is to acquaint AA's with GSO, its operation, and the people 
who work there. The Pacific Region Forum is held in even 
numbered years. 

General Service 
Conference 

The meeting held each April in New York of the elected Area 
Delegates, the Board of Trustees and the GSO staff. 

GSO General Service Office serves all A.A. groups in the United 
States and Canada, and also offers services to A.A. 
overseas. GSO coordinates a wide array of activities and 
services, and oversees the publication and translations of 
conference approved literature and service materials. 
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GSR Group Service Representative. Provide the primary 

communication link between the group and AA as a whole. A 
GSR is elected by his/her home Group to represent that 
Group's opinion in discussions at the District and Area 
levels, and keep the Group informed of important decisions, 
discussions and events occurring within A.A. at the District, 
Area, Regional, National and International levels. He/she is 
further responsible for seeing that the best possible A.A. 
representatives are chosen to serve the whole fellowship by 
voting for the DCMs, Area Officers and the Delegate to the 
Conference. 

Guidelines Area 42 Guidelines are used as a guide to roles and 
responsibilities within the Area service structure. 

GV The Grapevine (magazine). The AA Grapevine is “our 
meeting in print” 

GVR Grapevine representative – facilitates subscription sales for 
the Grapevine. 

H&I Hospitals and Institutions committees are usually part of an 
intergroup committee whose purpose is to facilitate A.A. 
meetings in correctional and treatment facilities. The General 
Service Conference has 2 separate committees called 
“Treatment” and “Corrections”. 

Intergroup Intergroup has a separate and independent structure from 
General Service. Central Offices are a function of Intergroup, 
and both attend to the local needs of their A.A. groups, 
members and communities. 

La Viña The Spanish language version of the A.A. Grapevine. 
Originally a translation of the English publication, La Viña is 
currently comprised of mostly original Spanish language 
submissions. 

Linguistic District Comprised of groups conducting meetings in a language 
other than English. Linguistic districts may be independent of 
geographic concerns. 

NAGSC Northern Area General Service Committee. Due to the large 
geographic size and mostly polarized population of Area 42, 
the Area is divided into Northern and Southern Area 
Committees to facilitate meetings other than the Area 
Assemblies.  

PI Public Information Committee. The goal of Public Information 
Committees is to facilitate public understanding of the A.A. 
program and to prevent misunderstanding. Public 
information activities include distribution of PSA’s (public 
service announcements) to radio and television stations, 
providing information tables at public and private heath fairs, 
and making presentations at schools. 
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PRAASA Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly. An 

annual meeting of all Areas in the Pacific Region, the 
purpose of which is to increase understanding of the agenda 
items that will be discussed in detail at the General Service 
Conference. 

PSA Public Service Announcement; usually transmitted to the 
public through radio or television.   

Region A grouping of several states or provinces from which a 
Regional trustee comes to the Board of Trustees. There are 
eight Regions in the Conference—six in the United States 
and two in Canada. 

SAGSC Southern Area General Service Committee. (see NAGSC) 
Sense of the 
Assembly 

Informal expression of the will of the Assembly. The 
Delegate requests a sense of the assembly on matters to be 
voted at the General Service Conference.  

Simple majority 50% plus one voting member.  
Substantial 
unanimity 

2/3 of the voting members in accord 

Third Legacy The first two legacies are Unity and Recovery. The third 
legacy is Service.  

Third Legacy 
Procedure 

Special electoral procedure unique to A.A. (see the A.A. 
Service Manual chapter 1 for a details) 

  
Treatment (TF) Treatment Facilities Committee. Coordinates the work of 

individual A.A. members and groups who carry the message 
into treatment facilities. 

Trustees, Class A Non-alcoholic trustees. There are 7 Class A trustees on the 
General Service Board. See Chapter 9 of the A.A. Service 
Manual for more information about Class A and Class B 
trustees. 

Trustees, Class B Alcoholic trustees. There are 14 Class B trustees who are 
members of the General Service Board: 8 regional, 2 at-
large and 4 General Service trustees.  

Twelve Concepts  As the Twelve Steps are to personal Recovery and the 
Twelve Traditions are to the preservation and Unity of A.A., 
so are the Twelve Concepts to General Service. They are a 
set of principles and practices intended to preserve service 
to A.A. and the still suffering alcoholic. They also protect the 
structure by which such service is made possible. (See "The 
Twelve Concepts for World Service" in the back of the A.A. 
Service Manual) 
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Appendix II 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
BRIEF PARLIAMENTARY GUIDE 

 
For many persons new to General Service, this will be your first experience with 
Parliamentary Procedure. The procedures used in Area 42 are based on Roberts 
Rules of Order.  
 
Rules of Discussion or Debate 

1. Obtaining the floor: Before a member of the Assembly may make a motion 
or speak, the Chairperson must recognize him or her.  The normal 
procedure at Area Assembly for obtaining the floor is to move to the 
microphone. A person may rise from his/her seat and ask to be 
recognized. Speaking should be done only from a microphone.  

2. When recognized by the Chairperson, state your name, service position, 
and the group you represent. 

3. Speak clearly and as briefly as possible. Fewer words often produce 
greater understanding.  

4. No one is entitled to the floor a second time as long as there is anyone 
desiring the floor that has not already spoken.  

5. No one may speak more than twice on the same motion. 

6. Responding to a “point of information” request is not counted as speaking 
to the motion. 

Rules Pertaining to Motions 
1. A motion may be prefaced by a few words of explanation, but should not 

be discussed before he or she makes it. Motions should be stated clearly 
with as few words as possible. 

2. Any person who desires minor modification to the wording of a motion 
may suggest it. If the motion has not been formally placed before the body 
for discussion, the maker of the motion may accept or reject the 
modification; if modification is accepted the motion should be restated 
using the modification.  

3. The Chairperson formally states the motion is before the general body for 
discussion.  

4. Once discussion has begun, the maker may modify the motion with 
unanimous consent of the body. If consent is not unanimous, the motion 
may be amended with majority consent. 
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5. Any member may make a motion to amend the original (main) motion. The 
amendment must be pertinent to the original motion, and not introduce a 
different question. An amendment may be in opposition to the spirit or 
intent of the original motion.  

6. Discussion and vote on an amendment to a motion is completed before 
vote on the original (main) motion. 

7. Once a motion is introduced, it must be disposed before moving on to 
another proposal or topic. Disposition may be to pass, fail, table, postpone 
or refer the matter to a committee. Items tabled, postponed, or referred to 
committee will be brought to the assembly again.  

 
Incidental Motions   These arise incidentally and are decided immediately (no 
order of precedence): 
You want to: You say: 2nd 

required 
Debatable Amendable Vote 

Divide the 
motion so that 
it may be voted 
on in parts 
rather than as 
originally 
stated 

“I move to divide 
the question…” + 
how you want the 
motion to be 
divided  

Yes No Yes Majority 

Request 
further 
information on 
a matter 

“Point of 
Information” + the 
information you 
want clarified.  

No No No None 

Enforce rules “Point of Order” + 
rule you feel is not 
being enforced 

No No No None 

 
 
Motions That Return a Question to the Assembly Floor   Introduce only 
when nothing else is pending. 
You want to: You say: 2nd 

required 
Debatable Amendable Vote 

Reopen 
discussion on  
tabled matter 

“I move to take 
from the table…” 

Yes No No Majority 

Reconsider a 
decided 
motion 

“I move to 
reconsider the 
vote on…” 

Yes (chairperson’s 
discretion) 

No Majority 
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Order of Precedence  Any motion may be introduced if it is higher on the chart 
than the pending motion: 
You want to: You say: 2nd 

required 
Debatable Amendable Vote 

Close meeting “I move to 
adjourn” 

Yes No No Majority 

Take a break “I move to recess 
for…” (15 
minutes, the 
morning, etc.) 

Yes No Yes Majority 

Lay aside 
temporarily 

“I move to table 
this matter” 

Yes No No Majority 

Close 
discussion 
and move to 
vote on the 
motion 

“I call for the 
question” 

Yes No No 2/3 

Limit or 
extend 
discussion 
topic 

“I move to limit 
(or extend) 
debate to…” 

Yes No Yes 2/3 

Postpone 
discussion to 
a certain time 

“I move to 
postpone the 
motion to…” 
(state when you 
want to continue 
the discussion) 

Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Obtain more 
research on 
the matter  

“I move to refer 
the motion to a 
committee” 

Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Modify 
wording of 
motion 

“I move to amend 
the motion by…” 

Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Bring 
business 
before the 
Assembly (a 
main motion) 

“I move that …” 
Or “I move to…” 

Yes Yes Yes Majority 
(2/3 if a 
Guidelines 
Change) 
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Area 42
Nevada and Eastern California

Clubhouse Districts:
    5A - Stairway I Club Las Vegas
     13 - Triangle Club Las Vegas
     15 - T.I.E. Club Las Vegas

Linguistic Districts:
21 - Spanish language groups in odd numbered
        geographic discticts (1,3,5A,5B,7,9,11,13,15,17,19)
22 - Spanish language groups in even numbered
        geographic districts (2,4,6,8,10A,10B,12,14,16,18,20)
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